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orrect court ruling
kicks MATLs appeal
to state Legislature
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Streamlining

rmitting and
environmental laws
is not a bad idea.
However, no indus-
try should be
allowed to nega-
tively impact farm-
ers and ranchers,

, Who are essential 1o
Montana’s No. 1
industry.

)  Any“patch®
needs tohave
Jandowners’ inter-
ests as a top priori-
ty. The real issue is
fairmess. Montana

landowners should not be com-
pelled to provide their private

o MATL and other mer-
chant lines can profit from out of
state energy sales.

"By HERTHA L. LUND The fix that MATL's Canadian
. a e e spokesperson wants is to gut

Larry gzlom recently won a case protections, letting MATLg:ngh% °
nagamthat TL, a Canadian compa- other transmission developers run
dgmn Sglnguccessfuuy tried to con- roughshod over farmers and

120 ois family property for a ranchers. If the Legislature grants
mSaI i si;on line. MATL the “patch” that MATL's
i ergxlsﬁ ad asked Montana spokesperson bragged about
e e Ltd. to move its line to Salois and other landownerslcolﬂd
Aml (damaging historical Native | be damaged. Our elected officials
er’senﬁc?:t tepee rings on his moth- must ensure that any “patch” is

ped edpcxiloperty. MATL ; surgical and not a wholesale grant
refus lan ose condemnation. to developers to run over Montana
ﬂll-lawng' ost, MATL now expects landowners.

mM to bail it out, ! In MATL’s view, a company
Wi aims it has a deal with - does not have to reach a deal with
o ] Ieguf_tlgciqrs and the gov- the landowner according to willing
b:idgé o err:lpo in the Leth- puyer/wﬂling seller terms. Instead,
s d,hﬂ:at deal will be it-uses condemmation to bully the

- y Marcg . B landowner into a deal. “No deal,

MAEJI%ntC That'’s what I call it. then we’ll see you in court.” This
v 1ha 1'5[ < Btlx:igmn spokesperson - has also been NorthWestern Ener-

o 1 ntana judge was gy’s approach on MSTI in western
wrong. I'm betting a Montana Montana.

judge understands Montanans’ We all benefit i
e o oo
H o copen public rela- properly, is needed. But the state

Ths fact ia Tt bullds roads for the public, not for
the United States private profits. Transmission lines
E‘l?l(ii Montana consti- - :)h‘zﬂ;b%]f s pilitos aieo Dejet

ons protect S
aty D i?l’gp' But MATL, a line between Great
for pagﬁvamte pt takin, e Falls and Lethbridge, Alberta, will

Nortans hwmposm not provide electricity to Montana
vides, *(e}mineat homes. The line would allow
domain i the right ) approximately 300 MW of energy
of mmmne ahite 10 tako Lund to flow to and from Canada.
I;uﬁgﬁte arop %‘Y ok mgwould collect a toll for that

c use.” The o
Togitalpecriny (14 Did you know MATL relies on
grant s ™ federal stimulus dollars, and the
domammﬂa i o our egislature  wind farms it would help to build
order to override en shouldn't hand these  are a heavy drain on the federal -
indivdual’s priva comporate interests a  Leswy? Free market? Certainly
gm}g?gganpgﬁcbut hammer with which ¢ Come January, s o?g?rate
use. . begin negotiations, ~ lobbyists and Iawyers will tell our

T i e legislators that we need to develop
ke couat T ke b §y our natural resources to create
the Legislafure had more jobs in Montana. They will
1ot ghoen MATL power fo con- tell us that all we need to do to
dﬁﬂm 1N private property. ‘jI.andown- trahdpnsmwmj sds- and‘
Ussgen{tohavenghtsmthe devel o e

S,” said a Canadian farmer, P o
:jcé:ordmg to the Lethbridge Her- gv?foﬂnllise g:iSky

) £n

laws.

1 MATL or MSTI can find will-
ing sellers, then good luck to
them. But our Legislature should-
't hand these corporate interests
a hammer with which to begin

negotiations. .
Salois.and the 20 or more
landowners who have refused to
sell to MATL will now take their
case to the Montana Legislature.
The MSTI landowners share our
interests. We are not against
development of Montana’s natural
resources, Many landowners have
leased their property for wind
development. Fairness requires
that our Canadian friends treat
Montanans fairty. Condemning
Montanans’ land for private profits
isn't the Montana way. .

Hertha L.'Lund practices law at
Lund Law PLLC in Bozeman. She
represents Salois and more than 20
{andowners who are currently in
negotiations with MATL.



